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  Letter from the President

By: John Rodgers, President SCAPMS

SCAPMS
Message from Your President

I hope you have recovered from the very busy meeting 
that we had at Pawley’s Island in August, 2010. I 
thank all of you that were involved and made this 
a special event.  It was evident to all attendees that 
SCAPMS is a professional organization dedicated to 
aquatic plant management as a crucial part of water 
resource management. Some comments from our 
guest speakers from the regulatory agencies stuck 
in my mind; they learned from this meeting that on 
many occasions SCAPMS members use herbicides 
and algaecides to improve water quality.  They were 
also very positively impressed with your professional 
pride and dedication to improving water resources. 
However, we have more work to do with our 
education, outreach and communication activities.

Our water resources are precious and critical. We have a shared responsibility to manage these resources 
to the best of our ability. Aquatic plant management is an important aspect of water resource management 
and SCAPMS members contribute significantly to enhancing water quality. We are entering a new era 
of regulatory oversight of our profession. The advice of Mr. Larry Feller, SCAPMS Past-President, is 

Letter from the President
NPDES Committee Update
2010 Scholarship Winner
Crested Floating Heart Awareness 
2010 Member of the Year

Inside this issue....
well taken: Let’s make the best of it. Together we can 
comply with the new NPDES Permits and provide the 
data that confirm the water quality improvements that 
result from our activities. This should be a landmark 
year.  I look forward to serving as your President along 
with outstanding and dedicated Board members and 
Committee chairs. 

Happy holidays to everyone!  See you in 2011.

  Respectfully,  
  John
  President SCAPMS 2010-2011
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Update from the SCAPMS Ad Hoc Committee on NPDES Permits

Background

 As you know by now, the 6th Circuit Court in a January, 2008 decision required the US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (USEPA) to issue and monitor National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
Permits (NPDES) for pesticide applications in and around waters in the US. This was an unprecedent-
ed linking of the Clean Water Act (CWA) with the Pesticide Act (FIFRA). In a previous issue of this 
Newsletter, we provided details regarding the series of court and EPA decisions that preceded this final 
decision triggering the effort to develop an NPDES permit for pesticide applications. 

Recent Activities and the Current Situation

 South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia have released Draft NPDES Permits for limited 
preliminary review and comment.  Copies of these Draft Permits have been circulated widely and 
SCAPMS members have commented on them.  These Draft Permits will be available for public com-
ment later this year. The State Draft Permits are very similar to the Federal (US EPA) Draft Permit as 
you might expect. The State NPDES Permits will be the applicable regulations for pesticide applica-
tions in each state. For those who have interstate operations or shared waters, harmonization of the 
State NPDES Permits will be important. 

The Future and What You Can Do

 From January, 2011 – April, 2011, the States will develop their NPDES programs for pesticide 
applications. Any pesticide applications over or near waters will need to be compliant with the new 
regulation. If legal interventions change this situation, we will try to contact SCAPMS members by 
Newsletter and/or email.

What can you do about this situation that can affect your profession? 

1) Stay informed.  SCAPMS is expending considerable effort to obtain current and accurate infor-
mation and to pass that information along to you. You can minimize the impact on you and your busi-
ness by staying informed. 

2) Offer informed comments at the appropriate time. How will this NPDES permit affect your busi-
ness or profession? How will this NPDES permit add value to your business, profession or environ-
ment? What will be protected that is not currently protected? What are the associated costs? What will 
you do that you currently do not do? How will this protect your environment? Gather the information 
that you need to make and informed decision. The Draft State Permits should be available for com-
ment later this year.

3) Contact your Congressional representatives. It appears that the court has made a new law from 
the CWA and FIFRA. Perhaps a law that indicates that pesticides applied according to the FIFRA label 
do not need an NPDES permit would be appropriate. Making laws that affect our environment and 
professions should be the purview of Congress. There are bills in the US Senate (Senate Bill 3537) 
and the House of Representatives (HR 6087) to correct this situation, but they probably cannot be 
passed in time to affect the next year or so. You could contact your congressional representatives and 
urge their support of this legislation. 

4) Be ready to move forward when the NPDES permit program is implemented.  Organizations like 
SCAPMS will try to provide the most recent information and opportunities to get involved in this ac-
tivity.  We will provide timely information in this Newsletter and at the annual meeting. Plan to attend 
the SCAPMS Annual Meeting, August 17-19, 2011 at the Madren Center, Clemson University, SC.

NPDES Permit Information UPDATE
By: Dr. John H. Rodgers Jr.



2010 Phillip M. Fields Scholarship Winner: Sarah True, N.C. State University

 Hydrilla has been described as “the 
perfect aquatic weed” and is the most 
economically damaging aquatic weed 
in the United States.  The monoecious 
biotype of hydrilla is the predominant 
form in North Carolina and regions to 
the north. Hydrilla continues to spread 
across the United States; in the past three 
years monoecious hydrilla has spread to 
several previously uninfested states in the 
Midwest, and we can assume that mon-
oecious hydrilla will continue to spread 
into states across the northern tier.  While 
important differences exist between mon-
oecious and dioecious hydrilla, monoe-
cious hydrilla biology has not been well 
documented.

 My research is focused on two important aspects of monoecious hydrilla biology.  First, I will be 
examining monoecious hydrilla phenology in two North Carolina Lakes.  In order to develop effec-
tive long-term management strategies for monoecious hydrilla with the lowest level of environmental 
impacts and expenses, a better understanding of the life cycle of monoecious hydrilla is needed.  This 
objective will correlate hydrilla growth and major life cycle events to light intensity and water tem-
perature. Second, I will be evaluating competition between monoecious hydrilla and other submersed 
plants, including Eurasian watermilfoil, curly leaf pondweed, Elodea Canadensis, and Vallisneria 
americana.  Plants will be monitored for potential biomass trends and propagule formation. This will 
determine the potential advantage conferred by cool season growth of Eurasian watermilfoil overwin-
tering in an evergreen form, and curly leaf pondweed turions germinating very early in the spring, and 
what effects previous invasion by these two species may have on hindering hydrilla colonization.  

 This information will form a crucial role in refining long-term management strategies for maxi-
mum control of monoecious hydrilla with minimum inputs.  Improved management will result in lower 
long-term expenses, reduced economic loss from hydrilla impacts on recreation, power generation, 
drainage, drinking water supplies, property values, and reduced negative environmental impacts from 
hydrilla.

 The 2010 SCAPMS scholarship funds are helping to support my project, and my continued 
knowledge in the field of aquatic plant management.  I am excited to present my research findings at 
SCAPMS in 2011.  I look forward to a long and enriching career in this field, and also to attending the 
South Carolina Plant Management Society’s annual meetings for years to come.  

Thank you!

Sarah True

2010 SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
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On November 30, 2010 Rob Emmons, NC Aquatic Weed Control Program Manager, provided the fol-
lowing letter to the Director of the Plant Industry Division of NCDA&CS.  The letter was also cc’d to 
the SCAPMS.

November 30, 2010

Gene Cross
Director, Plant Industry Division
NCDA&CS, 1060 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699

RE: Listing of exotic Nymphoides species as state noxious weeds.

Mr. Gene Cross,
 
 This letter is intended to raise your awareness of a group of invasive aquatic plants that have begun 
to invade our state and/or neighboring states.  I hope this letter also serves to encourage the Plant Industry 
Division to consider regulating three species within the genus Nymphoides.  At this time I recommend that 
the Plant Industry Division review the following species as candidates for classification as Class A Noxious 
Aquatic Weeds:  Nymphoides cristata (crested floating hearts), Nymphoides indica (water snowflake), and 
Nymphoides peltata (yellow floating hearts).

 I have personally observed N. peltata infest small (1-2 acre) privately owned ponds in North Caro-
lina on multiple occasions over the last few years.  On all occasions this plant grew very aggressively and 
became the dominant aquatic plant in the system within two to three years of its introduction.  I have been 
advised from my counterparts in South Carolina that N. cristata has begun to infest Lake Marion and con-
trolling this outbreak has challenged their most experienced aquatic plant managers.  N. indica has invaded 
aquatic systems in Florida; this species could prove to express invasiveness similar to N. peltata and N. 
cristata.  None of these plants are indigenous to North America.

 Regulating the importation, sale, and culture of these species will be a critical step in the overall 
management.  Physical characteristics of these exotic plants, particularly their showy flowers, will undoubt-
edly entice water gardeners to collect and propagate them.  Allowing the importation and propagation to go 
without regulation imposes unnecessary risk to our natural aquatic habitats.  There is a large variety of float-
ing leaf plants and hybridized water lilies currently in trade which impose much less risk to natural aquatic 
habitats relative to these species of Nymphoides.  Taking preventative measures through regulation makes 
sense from both environmental and economic standpoints.  
 
 I can arrange for a site visit to the Santee Cooper System in South Carolina if you (and/or other key 
personnel) would like to get some first-hand observations of the N. cristata infestation on Lake Marion.  We 
would also be able to meet with the environmental managers who have been dealing with this pest plant.  Let 
me know if this is something that would assist you or your group with the review of these species as candi-
dates for listing as Class A Noxious Aquatic Weeds.

Sincerely,

Rob Emens
Manager, NC Aquatic Weed Control Program
cc:
NC Aquatic Weed Control Council
NC Exotic Pest Plant Council
South Carolina Aquatic Plant Management Society

NC Crested Floating Heart Awareness
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2010-11 Board of Directors
Officers: 

President:  Dr. John Rogers
Clemson University 

Clemson, SC 
 

Vice President: Dr. Rob Richardson
North Carolina State University

Raleigh, NC

Treasurer: Chris Page
S.C. Dept. of Natural Resources

Columbia, SC
   

Secretary: Dr. Rebecca Haynie
University of Georgia

Athens, Georgia

Editor: Mike Hook
S.C. Dept. of Natural Resources

Columbia, SC  

Immediate Past President:  
Larry Feller

Syngenta
Smyrna, SC

Directors:
1st Term: Todd Horton

SEPRO
Anderson, SC  

1st Term: Jamie Sykes 
US Army Corps of Engineers

Elberton, GA 

2nd Term: Rob Emens 
N.C. Dept. of Environ. & Nat. Resources

Raleigh, NC

2nd Term: Larry McCord
Santee Cooper

Moncks Corner, SC  

     At the 49th annual meeting of the SC Aquatic Plant 
Management Society Chris Page was selected as member of the 
year for 2010.

Chris Page has 
been working in the 
aquatics industry for  
over 20 years.  After 
growing up in Lake 
View in  the Pee 
Dee region of S.C. 
he graduated from 
Francis Marion 
University in 1975 
with a degree in 
Biology.

Chris began work with the Water Resources Commission 
in 1988 doing a variety of jobs, including aquatic plant 
management.  During this time he worked on a project 
delineating wetlands in the ACE Basin and was the biologist for 
an Edisto River assessment project.  After many projects pulled 
him out of the Aquatic Plant Management Program he found 
a way to get back to something he loved doing and he became 
focused on aquatics. Recently he became the Program Manager 
for the Aquatic Nuisance Species Program.  He is also the 
Chairman of the Aquatic Plant Management Council, Chairman 
of the Aquatic Invasive Species Task force, an invasive species 
committee member on the Southeastern Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies, and is on the Gulf and South Atlantic 
Regional Panel on Aquatic Invasive Species.  

Chris joined the SC Aquatic Plant Management Society in 1997.  
He served as President of the Society in 2000-2001.  He has also 
served as the Secretary and Treasurer for the past several years.  
He has held the position of Treasurer since it was separated 
from the Secretary position in 2008.  

Chris is the first two time winner of member of the year, with 
the previous achievement occurring in 1998.  

The award was given to him for the dedicated service to the 
Society that occurred behind the scenes during the 2010 year.  
Chris was instrumental in arranging Board meetings, getting 
all of the members registered, keeping the meeting running 
smoothly, and assisting with any problems that occurred at the 
venue during the meeting.  

Chris is always available to offer assistance and is a tremendous 
asset to the Society.

2010 Member of the Year

Christopher L. Page

Things have changed since ‘98



 
Wishing You and Yours a Safe 
and Happy Holiday Season!

SCAPMS
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